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The American Oxford Atlas. Ed. by 
Brigadier Sir Clinton Lewis and 
Colonel J. D. Campbell with the 
assistance of D. P. Bickmore and 
K. F. Cook. New York, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 1951. 16p.; p. Al-A24, 
17-80; XXVI, 96, [2] p. illus. maps. 
tables. 39.5cm. cloth $10. 


This atlas, said by the publishers to 
have been five years in the making, is 
“a new atlas of the world . . . the Edi- 
tors have compiled every map from 
blank paper.” — Acknowledgments. 
Assistance from noted world geogra- 
phers and cartographers is acknowl- 
edged and each map is signed by its 
draftsman. The senior editor is a 
former Surveyor-General of India and 
Vice-President of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society. 

Following the Acknowledgments the 
volume begins with a table of contents 
in which the scale of each map is in- 


dicated; a world list of states and ter- 
ritories with reference to appropriate 
maps; a two-page explanation of the 
specific map projection used for each 
of the various maps with tables indi- 
cating the degrees of errors in them; 
a list of sources; and explanations of 
practices followed and symbols used on 
the maps. Following this preliminary 
material is the main body of the atlas 
which consists of 120 pages of maps 
and a gazetteer which covers 94 pages. 
Between these two main sections ap- 
pears a two-page explanation of the 
distribution maps in the first section, 
one page devoted to notes on the use of 
the Gazetteer, and one page listing ab- 
breviations used in the maps and the 
Gazetteer. Following the Gazetteer is 
a one-page appendix listing the ad- 
ministrative divisions of certain coun- 
tries which because of their large num- 
ber could not be shown on the maps. 
The final page of the volume is devoted 
to Addenda and Corrigenda for both 
maps and Gazetteer. The editors re- 
quest readers to report additional er- 
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rors if any are discovered. 

The map section is divided by some- 
what confusing pagination into four 
parts: (1) regional maps of the Arctic 
and Antarctic areas, the Atlantic, In- 
dian, and Pacific Ocean areas, and in- 
tercontinental trunk air routes (p. 9- 
16); (2) a physical map of the world 
(p. Al) and physico-political maps of 
the Americas (p. A2-A24); (3) a polit- 
ical map of the world and physico- 
political maps of the eastern hemi- 
sphere (p. 17-80); and (4) distribution 
maps showing precipitation, tempera- 
ture, population, vegetation, geologic 
structure, and land use (p. I-XXIV). 
The interpolated series of page numbers 
prefixed with A apparently indicates a 
difference in content or arrangement 
from the Oxford Atlas and the Cana- 
dian Oxford Atlas, also published in 
1951 but not examined by the Sub- 
scription Books Committee. 

The usable page area of the atlas is 
about 9% by 13 inches. The maps are 
nearly all world, continental, or re- 
gional in scope, not limited to single 
political units. The great majority are 
double spreads, six of these presenting 
the United States regionally, and four 
the British Isles. There are nine double 
spreads for Continental Europe exclu- 
sive of Russia, nine for Asia and Russia 
combined, and three for Australasia, 
with three double spreads and three 
single pages for Africa. South America 
receives less attention, with only one 
double spread and one single page. 

Owing partly to the large page size 
and the use of double spreads, the 
scales of many foreign maps are sub- 


stantially larger than is usual in at- 
lases in this price range. For example, 
France is covered on the scale of 
1: 2,000,000, Scandinavia at 1: 4,000,000; 
and five maps cover nearly all parts of 
Asia except for northern and eastern 
Siberia on the scale of 1:10,000,000. 

The scale of each map is indicated 
fractionally as well as _ graphically; 
simple and for the most part related 
proportions are used. Efforts have been 
made throughout to keep distortion to 
a minimum by using the type of pro- 
jection best suited to the size and shape 
of the area to be shown. Transverse 
and Oblique Mercator, Lambert, Ze- 
nithal Equidistant, Zenithal Equal Area, 
Oblique Aitoff, Modified Gall, and Ox- 
ford projections have been used. The 
last is an adaptation of the Equal Area 
projection and is used in the distri- 
bution maps. The type of projection 
used is indicated for each map, and in 
each case the point or line of origin and 
the amount of scale reduction is stated 
so that, by reference to the table of 
scale errors on page 7, such errors may 
be determined. 

Because of the use of these projection 
methods, all the maps are realistic and 
proportionate. The editors compare the 
areal error of 3 per cent to 20 per cent 
on the distribution maps with the Mer- 
cator error of 300 per cent at latitude 
60°. 

The maps are artistically appealing. 
Six inks are used to produce by “color 
layering” twelve tones which shade 
from light sand (or white for highest 
mountains) to violet, browns, and a 
clear green to indicate elevation and 
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contouring. Ocean blues shade from 
light for shallow areas to dark for 
basins, each of which is named. 
Country names are anglicized but 
regional and local names are in the 
vernacular except where English ver- 
sions are well known. In the latter 
cases, the local form is generally given 
following the English form, e.g. Naples 
(Napoli); Belgrade (Beograd). 
Considering the multiplicity of place 
names, physical features, and political 
divisions that are indicated, the maps 
are remarkably clear and legible. Place 
names are shown in black print and 
script of a size indicative of relative 
importance of the place. Railroads are 
shown in black lines. Only main lines 
and selected branch lines are indicated, 
with special symbols for those under 
construction and those dismantled. 
Roads are shown by red lines, selec- 
tively of course in countries with well- 
developed networks. Dotted red lines 
indicate pack roads or tracks and roads 
that are not hard surfaced or are not 
passable except in fair weather. This is 
a special feature that is generously 
given for little known or newly ex- 
plored areas such as the interior of 
Africa, Asia, and northern Canada. 
Some oil pipe lines are shown, but'not 
domestic ones in the United States. 
Water areas are shown in blue and in- 
clude specialized types such as salt pans, 
marshes, desert water holes, and sea- 
sonal lakes and rivers. Cities are 
marked by shaded black areas which 
reveal actual areas occupied. Principal 
air fields are shown. Political boun- 
daries are clearly indicated by red lines 
superimposed over black dotted lines. 
Symbols indicate the limits of sand 
deserts, certain ruins or antiquities, and 
mountain passes. Elevations of land 
areas at various points and mean 
depths of ocean and lake basins are 


given in figures, in addition to the layer 
coloring. Symbols, type, and the fine 
hand lettering used on the maps are 
clear cut, which, coupled with the deli- 
cate color tones used and the absence 
of hachuring, tends to produce a map 
that is clean, open and most pleasing 
to the eye. 

The Gazetteer has approximately 
60,000 entries, including several hun- 
dred historical or archaeological names 
not shown on the maps. These are en- 
tered in italics, e.g. “Galatia: district 
conquered by Celts in central Asiatic 
Turkey with centre at Ankara,” fol- 
lowed by a map reference. Ordinary 
entries in the Gazetteer are much 
briefer: “Licking: riv., Ky., U.S.A.,” 
with map reference. The most unusual 
feature of the Gazetteer is the presen- 
tation, in boxed panels, of extensive 
information about individual countries. 
Seventy-eight countries are so treated, 
the panel for each appearing in its 
alphabetical place among the entries. 
Information supplied in the panels fol- 
lows a consistent pattern, giving the 
political basis of the country, map 
locations, area, population figures with 
source, administrative units, capital, 
and lists of cities (with names pro- 
nounced) having populations of 100,000 
or more, listed in order of their size. 
Under some countries the data for each 
political subdivision are also given in 
the panels. Population figures are not 
given under names of cities in the 
Gazetteer. Figures in the United States 
panel are based on preliminary results 
of the 1950 census. 

As compared with other atlases of 
comparable size, The American Oxford 
Atlas has certain advantages and cer- 
tain disadvantages. It includes ap- 
proximately 23,000 fewer names than 
the Rand McNally Cosmopolitan World 
Atlas, 1949. However, the latter atlas 
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stresses American names; actually, The 
American Oxford Atlas has more old- 
world names. For example, The Amer- 
ican Oxford names five towns on the 
island of Rhodes, where Cosmopolitan 
has two; thirty places in Yemen, where 
Cosmopolitan has three; and eleven on 
the Scottish island of Mull, where Cos- 
mopolitan has none. 

By the same token, however, the 
United States is less well covered in 
The American Oxford Atlas than it is 
in Cosmopolitan. The latter shows six- 
teen cities and towns in Shelby County, 
Tennessee; American Oxford (which 
does not show counties) has only Mem- 
phis and one other Tennessee city. Most 
of the omissions in American Oxford 
are smaller villages and towns, but 
some are important, e.g. Waltham, Mas- 
sachusetts; McGregor, Iowa; and Wil- 
liamsburg and Lexington, Virginia. 
Selection of railroad lines to be shown 
is sometimes inconsistent and mislead- 
ing. 

Because of the regional arrangement 
of the maps, certain states appear in 
two sections on two different regional 
maps. To locate Texas, for example, one 
must turn to both the South Eastern 
and the Middle West regional maps of 
the United States, and a portion of 
southwest Texas is not presented at all 
except on the United States-Caribbean 
map. This is the only part of the con- 
tinental United States not shown on at 
least the scale of 1:5,000,000. Western 
Montana appears with the Far West 
region, eastern Montana with the Mid- 
dle West. While this is inconvenient 
for persons using the maps for a specific 
state, the gain in area or regional per- 
spective is an advantage over the usual 
method. 

On the whole, the United States is 
presented more fully than is usual in 
foreign atlases and not so completely as 


in American ones. This presentation 
may be said to be successful for pur- 
poses of geographic study but not en- 
tirely so for reference. 

The sixteen distribution maps are 
valuable for study and reference. Half 
are world maps, three being on the 
specially devised Oxford projection, are 
on an unusually large scale. Four dis- 
tribution maps are devoted to the 
United States and Canada, three to 
Europe, and one to Monsoon Asia. 

The volume is pleasing in design. 
End papers reproduce a map from the 
first atlas published by Oxford in 1701. 
Two kinds of paper are used in the 
volume: the maps and introductory 
pages are on special eighty-pound chart 
paper with eggshell finish; the Gazetteer 
is printed on fifty-pound English finish 
paper. The maps are lithographs. The 
book is Smythe sewed and well rein- 
forced. The type of sewing used per- 
mits the maps to lie flat with little gut- 
ter interruption. Margins are adequate 
for use but would not take rebinding. 

The American Oxford Atlas is not a 
duplication of other atlases in new 
dress. It is truly a “new” atlas. It is 
unusually valuable for serious study, 
and the foreign maps with their gener- 
ous scales are valuable for reference. 
Coverage of certain parts of Asia and 
Africa in particular is far superior to 
that found in comparable atlases. 
American maps are not sufficiently de- 
tailed for many purposes, but prac- 
tically all American libraries are al- 
ready well supplied in this field. The 
American Oxford Atlas is recommended 
for all types of libraries. 


Collier’s Encyclopedia. Frank W. Price, 
editorial director; Charles P. Barry, 
editor-in-chief. 20v. New York, P.F. 
Collier & Son Corp., [c1949-51]. illus. 
ports. maps. diagrs. 28cm. fabrikoid 
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$179; to libraries and schools $149. 


Subscription Books Bulletin, July 
1950, carried a preliminary review of 
the first six volumes of Collier’s En- 
cyclopedia. The present review is a 
new one based on the complete set of 
twenty volumes. 

The Foreword states that this is “an 
entirely new encyclopedia.” In 1921, 
the P. F. Collier and Son Corporation 
published Collier’s New Encyclopedia: 
A Loose-Leaf and Self-Revising Refer- 
ence Work in ten volumes. Examina- 
tion of the two works indicates that 
none of the old material has been used 
in the present encyclopedia. 

Frank W. Price is editorial director 
of the new set and Charles P. Barry, 
whose academic background is given in 
Leaders in Education, third edition, is 
editor-in-chief. Louis Shores served 
as library consultant and advisory edi- 
tor. 

An alphabetical list of departmental 
editors, including their academic de- 
grees, institutions or organizations with 
which they are associated, and fields 
for which they are responsible in the 
encyclopedia, occupies six pages of 
prefatory matter in volume 1. Follow- 
ing this list is a seventy-two-page, par- 
tial list of contributors, giving sufficient 
information to indicate their qualifica- 
tions. A separate list of contributors to 
the individual volumes, including ini- 
tials that identify their articles, is 
placed at the beginning of each volume. 
Many of the contributors are recognized 
authorities in their fields and most of 
them are associated with educational 
institutions. The editorial advisors and 
associate editors are likewise outstand- 
ing. Most of the articles are signed. 

The contents of each volume is indi- 
cated on the spine by the first three 
letters of the first and last entry, in 


capitals, and the complete first and 
last entry, in smaller type: 


INT 
Intaglio 
KOY 
Koyukuk 


In addition, the volumes bear Arabic 
numbers 1-20. 

There are two columns of text to a 
page. Main entries, alphabeted letter 
by letter, are upper cased and in »old- 
face type which makes them stand out 
clearly. The pronunciation of “diffi- 
cult words in the article headings” is 
indicated in square brackets following 
the entry, according to a system based 
on the alphabet of the International 
Phonetic Association. An explanation 
of this modification of the IPA, with a 
table of equivalents, appears at the 
front of each volume. In a relatively 
few instances the etymology of words 
is shown, e.g. Advent “(Lat. adventus, 
an arrival).” Subheadings of main en- 
tries are centered in a column of text 
in boldface capitals. Further subdivi- 
sions appear in boldface upper-and 
lower-case at the left margin. Single 
aspects of subdivisions are in italics. 

The publishers state that the vol- 
umes of this set “systematize all of the 
knowledge significant to the English- 
speaking peoples. But it undertakes to 
do this for the layman rather than for 
the specialist . . . "—Memorandum for 
Librarians. Indicative of the compre- 
hensive scope of the encyclopedia, main 
entries consist of general topics, spe- 
cialized terms, titles (plays, poems, 
novels, paintings, sculpture, etc.), geo- 
graphical place-names, and personal 
names (ancient, modern, biblical, liter- 
ary, and mythological). Although both 
ancient and modern civilizations are 
treated, emphasis is on the Western 
world of the modern age. 
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Some of the articles are monographic, 
but there are many shorter ones of no 
more than ten lines. The length of 
articles and the amount of detail they 
include vary with the subject’s im- 
portance and the need for explanation. 
In general, this standard for the treat- 
ment of material has been applied con- 
sistently throughout the set and is in 
keeping with the editors’ intent to serve 
the purposes of the layman and student 
rather than the specialist. 

Information on countries is conven- 
iently arranged under such subhead- 
ings as: Geographical Features, Eth- 
nology and Population, Government 
and Politics, International Relations, 
Economic Resources, Social and Cul- 
tural Activities, and History. Special 
aspects of these large divisions are 
presented under appropriate subtopics. 

In general, the coverage of biograph- 
ical subjects, both living and dead, is 
excellent. In a_ three-hundred-page 
sample, 220 biographical articles were 
noted, ranging from four lines to four 
and one-half columns in length. Forty- 
five of these were accompanied by pic- 
tures of the subject. Biographies, par- 
ticularly those of foreign subjects, are 
written by specialists. 

The biographies of artists, though 
short, include the pertinent information. 
They are often accompanied by repro- 
ductions of the subject’s representative 
works. Many of these are in full color, 
others in black and white. Unfortu- 
nately, a full-color reproduction of 
Botticelli’s Adoration of the Magi ac- 
companies the article Adoration rather 
than the artist’s biography in which the 
painting is mentioned. The biography 
does not refer the reader to the repro- 
duction. Cézanne’s Gulf of Marseilles 
Seen from L’Estaque is reproduced in 
full color but, without apparent reason, 
it is separated by more than one hun- 


dred pages from Cézanne’s biography 
and is not mentioned in that article 
although other paintings are. There is, 
however, a note at the end of the biog- 
raphy which refers to the color plate 
“facing page 550” but does not identify 
the work by name. 

Within the concise but informative 
biographical account of the American 
artist Lyonel Feininger, appear the 
terms “the Blue Four,” “Bauhaus,” and 
“Cubists.” There is no explanation of 
“the Blue Four,” nor is there an entry 
for it in the index. (This is probably a 
reference to the Blue Rider, or Blaue 
Reiter, which is entered in the index 
and is discussed in the article Paint- 
ing.) There are two page references in 
the index under Bauhaus school, but 
the passages referred to do not bring 
out the importance of the movement 
nor Feininger’s contribution. There are 

merous satisfactory references under 
Cubism in the index but none to 
Cubists. 

The article American Painting covers 
the subject extremely well. The article 
Museum is also excellent. There is no 
general article on art, but the necessary 
coordination of aspects of the subject 
is provided by the extensive list of 
index entries under Art. 

One of the strongest subject areas in 
Collier’s Encyclopedia is that of polit- 
ical science. Here there is excellent 
coverage of current topics, both na- 
tional and international. Controversial 
issues are discussed objectively and 
without bias in an interesting style, 
more popular in tone than scholarly, 
but not journalistic. All of the articles 
examined were prepared by professors 
of political science at American uni- 
versities. 

The general article Political Science 
and Philosophy is eight pages long with 
subtopics conveniently shown. There 
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are only three see also references at the 
end of this article but the index in- 
cludes many page references under the 
same heading. Information on many 
terms about which students often in- 
quire can be located through the in- 
dex; for example, under such main en- 
tries as Pan-Islamism, Fourteen Points, 
Whiskey Ring, Atlantic Charter, Town- 
send Plan, and Nihilism, and under 
such analytic entries as Isolationism, 
Robinson-Patman Act, Four Freedoms, 
and “Tippecanoe and Tyler too.” 

Information on current world history 
appears to be reasonably up to date as 
of the publication dates of the individ- 
ual volumes. The 23-page article 
Israel is up to date and thorough. In 
the article Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, United Kingdom of, the follow- 
ing post-war events are noted: the 
emergence of Burma as an independent 
republic on January 4, 1948; dominion 
status granted to Ceylon in February 
1948; the holding of a commonwealth 
conference in Ceylon on January 10, 
1950. (These are also mentioned in the 
articles Burma and Ceylon.) The visits 
of Prime Ministers Nehru and Ali Khan 
to the United States in October 1949 
and May 1950, respectively, are noted 
in the articles India and Pakistan. The 
Swiss recognition of Communist China 
in January 1950 is mentioned under 
Switzerland. 

In the table listing the rulers of 
Sweden, the death of Gustav V and the 
accession to the throne of Gustavus 
Adolphus VI are given, but Gustav’s 
death is not reported in his biograph- 
ical sketch. Another oversight is the 
listing “Emperor of India” as one of 
King George VI’s titles; this was 
dropped in June 1948. 

The music articles are written by 
recognized authorities, musicologists 
for the most part, and are addressed to 


the intelligent layman. The tone is dig- 
nified but not dull. A random check 
of biographical facts shows that the in- 
formation is comprehensive and ac- 
curate. In general, the articles treat- 
ing the contemporary musical scene 
and contemporary music philosophy 
are outstanding. 

The editing of material on science 
is well done. The style of the various 
articles is consistent, and some very 
complex material is clearly presented 
without any suggestion of “writing 
down.” Most of the long articles and 
a few of the shorter ones are by 
authorities. It seems odd, however, 
that the article Numerals was written 
by a professor of Romance Languages. 
Subjects of current importance appear 
to be well covered. Aviation and atom- 
ics, for example, each have several re- 
lated articles. However, some of the 
prominent men associated with cur- 
rently important scientific fields are 
not treated fully enough. Compton and 
Born are mentioned in the article 
Quantum Mechanics, but neither is 
given a separate entry. The only main 
entry relating to Compton is a see 
reference from Compton Effect to 
Quantum Electrodynamics and Meson 
Theory. 

The general article Religion is by 
Edward J. Jurji, well known for his 
extensive writings in the field of com- 
parative religion. In nine columns he 
defines the subject, surveys the reli- 
gions of the world, and briefly sum- 
marizes the nature of religion. There 
are no see also references at the end 
of this article, but the index provides 
adequate guidance to related material 
on religious education, religious art, or- 
ders and congregations, persecutions, 
sects, etc. 

In the articles examined, information 
is presented without bias. For example, 
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the articles on the Mennonites and 
Christian Science, each written by an 
adherent, present a brief history and 
basic beliefs with objectivity. The ar- 
ticle Missionary Movements is primarily 
an historical survey, covering the sub- 
ject well. In a paragraph dealing with 
prominent Protestant leaders in. world 
missions, seven missionaries are men- 
tioned by name with a brief statement 
about their particular work; only two 
of these (John R. Mott and Albert 
Schweitzer) are given fuller treatment 
in biographical entries. 

There are many see references in 
Collier’s Encyclopedia. These appear 
as main entries and most of them fall 
within two categories: (1) reference 
to the form of entry under which the 
desired article will be found, e.g. Ka- 
bakovsk see Serov and Schwarzerd, 
Phillip see Melanchthon, Phillip; ‘and 
(2) reference from a specific name or 
topic to a more general term, e.g. 
Kawiisu see Indian Tribes, North 
American and Kafir see African 
Peoples; Asiatic Tribes. The generous 
use of the first type of cross reference 
greatly increases the usefulness of the 
encyclopedia. The second type of ref- 
erence, however, has a limited useful- 
ness since the specific term may be 
buried in a long article. Generally, the 
reader can overcome this difficulty by 
consulting the index in volume 20 
where reference is made to the quarter- 
page where the specific term appears. 
Search for information about specific 
tribes of American Indians is a case 
in point. The article Indian Tribes, 
North American occupies thirteen 
pages, yet in the body of the set cross 
references from the names of the tribes 
are to the article in general while the 
index entries for these names refer to 
the specific location of pertinent infor- 
mation in the article. 


See also references, relatively fewer 
in number, occur at the end of articles, 
The guidance afforded by these refer- 
ences is often insufficient, but extensive 
indexing of the set has usually com- 
pensated for the inadequacy. With the 
exception of directions such as “For 
statistics see Colleges and Universities,” 
no cross references are found in the 
body of articles. The article Mesmer, 
Franz Anton mentions “animal magnet- 
ism,” but there is no cross reference to 
the article which appears under that 
main entry. Likewise, there is no see 
also reference to Mesmer in the article 
Animal Magnetism. The articles Mete- 
orite and Meteors do not refer to each 
other although they are separated by 
more than twenty pages. 

Most of the abbreviations in current 
use, such as AAA, E.C.A, C.CF,, 
N.L.R.B., N.R.O.T.C., and Ph.D., are 
not entered as main headings in the 
body of the encyclopedia; they appear, 
however, in the index with a cross 
reference to the full spelling. The ab- 
breviations C.C.C., LL.D., and S.P.Q.R. 
were not located in either the encyclo- 
pedia or the index. A.F. of L. has a 
see reference in the body of the set, 
but C.1.0. does not, though it does ap- 
pear in the index. 

At the beginning of volume 20, a list 
of the color illustrations in the set is 
arranged by volume and subject. Fol- 
lowing this is a list of the more im- 
portant color plates arranged in classi- 
fied groups (animals, art, birds, ento- 
mology, flags, flowers) with reference 
to volume and page. 

The publishers state that there are 96 
full-color plates and 126 maps in ad- 
dition to over 10,000 black-and-white 
illustrations, charts, and graphs. The 
color plates are satisfactory. Flags of 
the world, including those of Israel, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
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Nations, are reproduced in color on 
two pages. The illustrations are clear, 
whether in color or in black and white. 

Rand McNally and Company pro- 
duced the four-color maps which in- 
clude the states and possessions of the 
United States as well as the im- 
portant countries and political areas of 
the world. The maps are double-spread 
and clearly printed. Scale and projec- 
tion are indicated on each. On the 
verso of the map pages appear indexes 
to topographic features, hydrographic 
features, special points of interest, and 
cities and towns (including population 
figures). 

Bibliographies do not follow articles 
in the main alphabet of the encyclo- 
pedia, but are grouped as a separate 
unit in volume 20. The editors state: 
“The advantages of a short group of 
references following an encyclopedia 
article were recognized, but it was also 
realized that with such an arrangement 
the reader wishing an overview of 
related subjects would have to con- 
sult bibliographies widely scattered 
throughout many volumes.”—Introduc- 
tion to the Bibliography. The books in- 
cluded in the 140-page bibliography 
are arranged by broad subject fields. 
Within each broad subject there are 
clearly indicated subdivisons. Among 
the titles listed are many standard 
works and recent publications. In the 
Introduction it is stated that source ma- 
terial is not included, that the books 
listed begin at about high school level 
and progress through college level and 
beyond. Availability was the chief fac- 
tor in inclusion. The bibliographies are 
good, and many of the entries are 
annotated, a feature which adds to the 
usefulness of the lists. They may also 
be used as buying guides and as graded 
reading lists. 

The volumes are attractively: and 


sturdily bound in Du Pont Fabrikoid 
(morocco-grained), stamped in gold 
and red, and are strongly reinforced 
at the hinges. Three types of paper 
stock are used: text and half-tone il- 
lustrations are printed on machine- 
coated paper; four-color process illus- 
trations are printed on machine double- 
coated paper; maps are reproduced on 
double-coated offset enamel. The text 
is ten-point Granjon. Margins are 
average. 

Collier’s Encyclopedia is, as the pub- 
lishers claim, a new reference set. It is 
a major reference work, making acces- 
sible to the layman and student recent 
and authoritative material in readable 
style. It is recommended for high 
school, college and university, and 
public libraries and for home use. 


In February 1952 the publishers of 
Collier’s Encyclopedia announced that 
after that date they would deliver a 
corrected printing, copyrighted in 1952 
by the Crowell-Collier Publishing 
Company. In preparing the above 
review of Collier’s Encyclopedia, the 
Subscription Books Committee did not 
examine the 1952 printing, but in 
briefly checking it, has noted correc- 
tions and changes from the volumes 
issued between 1949 and 1951. Among 
them is the inclusion of official 1950 
census figures in indexes to cities and 
towns on the maps of the United States. 


A Dictionary of Americanisms on His- 
torical Principles. Ed. by Mitford M. 
Mathews. 2v. Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press, [c1951]. illus. 28.5cm. 
buckram $50. 

This work presents some 50,000 words 
and expressions which have been added 
to the English language in America. 
The Oxford English Dictionary (1933), 
the English Dialect Dictionary (1898- 
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1905) with the later Dictionary of 
American English (1938) form the main 
background for this new dictionary, 
begun in 1944. The Dictionary of Amer- 
icanisms, hereinafter cited as the DA, 
while based upon these and several 
other special studies, presents a new ap- 
proach to the English language as it has 
been affected by American usage. The 
editor, Mitford M. Mathews, was a 
member of Sir William Craigie’s staff 
for the nineteen years during which the 
Dictionary of American English, here- 
inafter cited as the DAE, was in prep- 
aration. Among his other writings are 
The Beginnings of American English, A 
Survey of English Dictionaries, and 
Some Sources of Southernisms. 

In the main this dictionary treats of: 
(1) “Words that have come into the 
English language first in the United 
States”; (2) “Words old in the English 
language that have acquired new 
meanings in America”; (3) “Terms first 
appearing in America but made by 


combining older terms”; (4) “Phrases 
first used in the United States”; (5) 


“American nick-names”’; and (6) 
“Slang expressions that have become 
well established over a period of years 
or that have some historical signifi- 
cance.” —The Publisher’s Prospectus. 
As established by these limitations, the 
scope of this dictionary is narrower 
than that of the DAE which includes 
many words and senses which did not 
originate in America. However, with- 
in its narrower scope, the present work 
has much additional material and is 
over three-fourths the size of the DAE. 

An outstanding characteristic of the 
DA is its readable style. Entries for 
words and expressions are in alphabeti- 
cal order with cross references from the 
least familiar variant to the more 
generally accepted form, e.g. “hoopee, 
n. See whoopee.” Where there are 


several uses of a word, the most com- 
mon are given first, followed by rare 
and obsolete usages. ; 

Under each entry appear accurately 
dated quotations. As in the Oxford 
English Dictionary, these trace the use 
of the word or expression from the 
earliest appearance in print to the most 
recent example found. In a number of 
instances these quotations are the in- 
disputable definitions of the words. 
Definitions are clear, concise, and un- 
derstandable. Combinative terms with 
single meanings are listed with their 
definitions in alphabetical order under 
the first word of the term. Derivatives 
of the main entry word are included 
and defined with illustrative quotations. 

Etymology, with significant refer- 
ences, is given for all listed words 
originating in America. Pronunciation 
of all such words is indicated in Inter- 
national Phonetic Symbols. Only one 
pronunciation is given, the editor hav- 
ing stated in his prefatory remarks that 
no attempt is made to represent the 
American regional or British variants. 
The problem of indicating pronuncia- 
tion in this particular work has been 
complicated by the obsolescence of 
numerous words, and the fact that 
others have failed to come into general 
usage. 

For words borrowed from other lan- 
guages, the language is indicated as 
well as the original meaning of the 
word. This device often clarifies the 
use of the word in its American form. 

The bibliography at the end of the 
second volume is not a complete list of 
works cited, but is intended to facilitate 
identification of sources. 

There are approximately four hun- 
dred line drawings which, as they depict 
for the most part unfamiliar or obsolete 
items, add much to the value of the 
work. In addition to being accurate, 
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the illustrations are well drawn and 
contribute to the general attractiveness 
of the volumes. 

The binding of the DA is a fine quali- 
ty blue buckram, with sturdy muslin 
reinforcements on the first and last 
signatures of each volume. The main 
body is set in seven point type with 
main entries in nine point boldface type. 
Secondary entries are presented in 
seven point boldface. The volumes 
divide the alphabet in the middle of an 
entry. Volume 1 ends with the definition 
of Lincolnism, and volume 2 begins 
with the last line of a quotation which 
represents one use of this word. 

The major distinction between DAE 
and DA lies in their principles of inclu- 
sion. The DAE, according to its Preface, 
includes “not only words and phrases 
which are clearly or apparently of 
American origin, or have greater cur- 
rency here than elsewhere, but also 
every word denoting something which 
has a real connection with the develop- 
ment of the country and the history of 
its people.” The end of the nineteenth 
century was selected as the terminating 
point for the admission of new words, 
although examples of use of words cur- 
rent at that time were frequently ex- 
tended into the first quarter of the 
present century. 

The DA, on the other hand, is more 
exclusive in that it includes only “those 
words and meanings of words which 
have been added to the English lan- 
guage in the United States.” —Preface. 
In tracing the use of words, however, it 
includes quotations as recent as 1948 
and 1949. 

Comparison of sections of the DA and 
DAE illustrates the distinction between 
the works. For example, in the DAE 
only one entry is listed under the word 
ace, defined as “a point scored in base- 
ball; a run.” The DA includes three ad- 


ditional entries: ace-full; ace-high; and 
ace in the hole. The DAE omits the fol- 
lowing words which are included in the 
DA: All-American; all day singing; bus 
boy (girl); bush league; and ukulele. 
Examples of words included in the 
DAE but not located in the DA are: 
fantods; sentinel; sentry; and sentry 
box. 

Approximately 293 words beginning 
with the letter I in the DAE are also 
found in the DA. The DAE lists 165 
entries which begin with the word 
Indian; the DA includes 338 such en- 
tries. 

A Dictionary of Americanisms is a 
new work of sound authoritative schol- 
arship, presenting a thorough treat- 
ment of American English. It is recom- 
mended for public libraries, university 
and college libraries, and for school 
libraries and home use when the price 
will not be prohibitive. 


A Dictionary of Universal Biography of 
All Ages and of All People. By Albert 
M. Hyamson. 2d ed. New York, E. P. 
Dutton & Co., Inc., 1951. xii, 679p. 
24.5cm. cloth $17.50; to libraries and 
schools $14. 

A Dictionary of Universal Biography, 
by Albert M. Hyamson, author and 
editor of many books in the historical 
and biographical fields, was first pub- 
lished in 1916 in England. This second 
edition, said to be “entirely re-writ- 
ten,” is also by Mr. Hyamson. 

According to the 1916 Preface, re- 
printed in this edition, the book “is a 
guide to the biographies of . . . every 
man or woman, not still alive, who has 
achieved eminence or prominence, from 
the dawn of history until this day in 
the twentieth century on which this 
preface is written. The work covers all 
countries and all generations. . . . Other 
biographical dictionaries have dealt 
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more fully with their subjects, but their 
fields have always been more lim- 
ited. . .’ The same concept has been 
applied to the second edition. Accord- 
ing to its Preface: “A very large num- 
ber of new entries, relating not only to 
men and women of distinction who have 
died during the past thirty years, but 
also made available by new works such 
as the Dictionary of American Biogra- 
phy that have been published during 
the intervening period, have been 
added.” 

The Preface to the first edition states 
that the editor’s prime object has “al- 
ways been to include as many names 
as possible, and he has never hesitated 
to sacrifice details to the exigencies of 
space, so that room might be found for 
additional names.” His ideal has been 
“one person one line.” Although there 
are occasional entries which extend to 
a second line, information concerning 
individuals’ lives has been limited to 
the barest details: nationality, country 
of adoption, profession, and year of 
birth and death, or if these dates were 
untraceable, the period of the subject’s 
activity. There are also some entries, 
usually for writers, which mention the 
subiject’s principal work or works. Ab- 
breviations are used freely throughout 
the book, especially of Christian and 
geographical names. A key to those 
used follows the Preface. 

A sampling of pages throughout the 
main section of the book revealed com- 
paratively few entries where the date 
of death is later than 1930, and none 
later than 1947 were noted. There is, 
however, an Addenda of eighty-six 
names taken from the Annual Register 
for 1948 and 1949. 

This edition of A Dictionary of Uni- 
versal Biography features a Key to 
References, a list of twenty-four ref- 
erence works in which full biographies 


of the subjects of the entries can be 
found. The Key appears on the page 
immediately preceding the first dic- 
tionary entry and is repeated on the 
two end pages. Each title is keyed to a 
letter of the alphabet, and one or more 
of these letters follows every entry. 
Thus, the key letters O:S:V: following 
the entry Victor Hugo indicate that full 
biographies can be found in La Nou- 
velle Biographie Universelle, the An- 
nual Register, and the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. . 

Although all names in the twenty- 
four reference sources listed are not 
included by the editor in this book, he 
does not include any names which are 
not in one or another of them. As a 
result, the scope of the work is limited 
by his choice of sources. 

The majority of these sources are na- 
tional or quasi-national in scope, but 
not all the major nations are repre- 
sented. There are no works relating 
primarily to the Hispanic, Latin Ameri- 
can, Scandinavian, or Slavic countries, 
or to the Orient except India. The work 
cited for France, Dictionnaire de Bio- 
graphie Francaise (3 vols.), covers only 
a very small fraction of the alphabet, 
but one of the few general works used, 
the Nouvelle Biographie Universelle, is 
particularly strong for French names 
from past centuries. The work used for 
Italy is also fragmentary. Fine arts and 
music are the only subject fields repre- 
sented by special works. 

For persons outside the geographical, 
group, or subject coverage of the spe- 
cialized sources, Mr. Hyamson depends, 
in addition to the Nouvelle Biographie 
Universelle, on the Encyclopaedia Bri- 
tannica, 1938-1946, and the Annual 
Register, through 1947, in the body of 
the book, and through 1949, in the Ad- 
denda. The last two titles are his only 
sources for the past few years; others 
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have a wide range of terminal dates 
from 1940 back into the nineteenth 
century. 

For the purpose of this review, A 
Dictionary of Universal Biography has 
been checked mainly with Joseph 
Thomas’ Universal Pronouncing Dic- 
tionary, 1930 (better known as Lip- 
pincott’s) and Webster’s Biographical 
Dictionary, 1943. Numerically, A Dic- 
tionary of Universal Biography in- 
cludes some 109,000 entries, as against 
40,000 in Webster and a possible 60,000 
in Lippincott. Since both of the latter 
include living persons, and Lippincott 
in addition stresses its inclusion of 
mythological names, the difference is 
the more marked. 

Twenty-four entries in A Dictionary 
of Universal Biography were examined, 
beginning with Smith, Aaron. Five of 
these were found in both Lippincott 
and Webster, and three others in 


Webster only. The remaining sixteen, 
consisting of little-known Americans, 
Englishmen, 


and a Canadian, were 
traced to such varied sources as Dic- 
tionary of National Biography, Dic- 
tionary of American Biography, An- 
nual Register, Dictionary of Canadian 
Biography, 1926, Grove’s Dictionary of 
Music and Musicians, and the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica, 1911. Twenty-one 
entries under the letter X were simi- 
larly examined, and nine were found in 
each of the other two works used for 
checking purposes. Seven were found 
only in Lippincott, and one only in 
Webster. The remaining four were not 
found in either. A further twenty en- 
tries under X in Lippincott and one in 
Webster were not included in A Dic- 
tionary of Universal Biography. The 
omissions were chiefly ancient Greeks 
and several Spaniards of the fourteenth 
and fifteenth centuries. Twenty-four 
entries under John in A Dictionary of 


Universal Biography were examined. 
Nine of these were found also in 
Webster and Lippincott; five others 
were found only in Lippincott, and one 
other only in Webster. The remaining 
nine were not found in either Webster 
or Lippincott. 

On the whole, information is accurate 
and dependable. There are instances, 
however, when it is at variance with 
other sources; for example, in the spell- 
ing of foreign names (Aulnoy in 
Webster and Aunoy in the present 
work), and in dates which have not 
been exactly established (the death of 
Xerxes I, King of Persia, s.c. 465 in 
both Webster and Lippincott; s.c. 472 in 
A Dictionary of Universal Biography). 
A few errors were also noted. Katherine 
Mansfield has two entries (one under 
Murry) based upon different sources; 
the birth date in the Mansfield entry is 
wrong, although correct in the source. 
Nicholas Senn’s given name is abbrevi- 
ated to Mich. (for Michael). Sigrid 
Undset’s surname is misspelled in the 
Addenda. 

There is a reasonable number of see 
and see also references, such as: John 
see also Joannes, Jean, Jehan; Lorrain, 
Claude see Gellee; Eliot, George see 
Cross, Mary Ann; and Tree, Ellen see 
Kean. There is no reference from Postl 
to Sealsfield. 

Names of foreign monarchs are given 
in English, for example, Lewis Philip 
instead of the familiar Louis Philippe. 
Alfonso XIII is so listed, but earlier 
Spanish kings of the same name are 
under Alphonso. There are general 
cross references between different 
forms of such names, however. English 
noblemen are listed under family 
names, with cross references from their 
titles. Pronunciation is not indicated. 
From the standpoint of format, A 
Dictionary of Universal Biography is a 
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heavy book, printed on smooth sixty- 
pound paper, with two columns per 
page. The binding is cloth, and inner 
margins are wide enough to permit re- 
binding. Smythe sewing allows the 
book to lie flat when open. Considering 
the fact that over 100,000 entries have 
been compressed into less than seven 
hundred pages, it appears that the pub- 
lishers have faced their typographical 
problems honestly and with intelligence. 

A Dictionary of Universal Biography 
is a scholarly, accurate work, compiled 
by an editor with much experience in 
his field. As a guide to biographies, it 
supplies brief information about great 
men and women of the world, no longer 
living, and indicates sources where 
more information can be found. It is 
very useful for ascertaining correct 
form of name, birth and death dates, 
and nationality. A Dictionary of Uni- 
versal Biography is recommended for 
purchase by university and college 
libraries, by the larger public libraries, 


and for all collections stressing his- 
torical research. It should also prove a 
useful tool for catalogers. 


Encyclopaedia Britannica World Atlas: 
World Distributions and World Po- 
litical Geography, Political-Physical 
Maps, Geographical Summaries, Geo- 
graphical Comparisons, Glossary of 
Geographical Terms, Index to Polit- 
ical-Physical Maps. Unabridged. Chi- 
cago, Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 
[c1951]. xii, [64], 111, iv, 378p. illus. 
maps. graphs. 38cm. Royaltex $25. 
The first editions of the Encyclo- 

paedia Britannica World Atlas, both 

subscription and trade, appeared in 

1942, and were reviewed in Subscrip- 

tion Books Bulletin for April 1943. A 

review of the 1949 trade edition ap- 

peared in Subscription Books Bulletin 
for October 1950. The 1951 subscription 


edition is reviewed here. 

The 1951 atlas continues under the 
general editorial direction of Walter 
Yust, with G. Donald Hudson as geo- 
graphical editor and Clarence B. Odell 
as chief of the cartography department. 
The Foreword acknowledges the as- 
sistance of “internationally recognized 
British, Canadian, and American geo- 
graphers,” and states further that “the 
execution of the plan represents the 
consolidated efforts of scientists and 
scholars representing many disciplines.” 

Encyclopaedia Britannica published 
its first separate atlas in 1942, in two 
forms. The trade edition, sold at a lower 
price, contained chiefly maps and an 
index to them; the subscription edition, 
higher in price, carried in addition 
statistical and tabular material and a 
larger number of special maps and 
graphs. In line with Britannica’s stated 
policy of continuous revision and im- 
provement, the years from 1942 to 1949 
brought forth a series of atlases, both 
trade and subscription, each containing 
revisions and corrections, all using 
political maps prepared by C. S. Ham- 
mond and Company. 

The 1951 edition shows more basic 
change. The Hammond political maps 
have been replaced by Rand McNally 
political-physical maps similar to those 
in the Cosmopolitan World Atlas, 1949 
(reviewed in Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, April 1950), and the special pur- 
pose maps have been revised, aug- 
mented, and regrouped. 

The contents of the 1951 atlas is as 
follows: The World Scene, showing 
world distributions and world political 
geography (60 plates on 61 pages); 
Political-Physical Maps, by regions and 
by political units (111 pages); Geo- 
graphical Summaries, statistics by 
regions and political units, with a 
special section on commodities (252 
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pages); Geographical Comparisons (8 
pages); Glossary and Index (116 pages). 
Bibliographies appear at the end of 
The World Scene and each main section 
of the Geographical Summaries. 
According to an introductory state- 
ment, the World Scene includes four 
series of maps, dealing with (a) signifi- 
cant human patterns, (b) the character 
of man’s habitat, (c) the broader cate- 
gories of use to which man’s habitat is 
put, and (d) a comprehensive treat- 
ment of world political geography. 
There are several new maps in this sec- 
tion, including those on birth and death 
rates, literacy, geologic age and glacia- 
tion, distribution and age of larger 
cities, and import-export balances. 
Following a map of the United Nations, 
small, clear maps have been added, 
showing the nations adhering to the In- 
ternational Labor Organization, the In- 
ternational Ice Patrol, the North Atlan- 
tic Pact, the Council of Europe, and the 
World Meteorological Organization. 


Charts and a map give timely informa- 


tion on changes in political status since 
1945, with external boundary changes 
1945-50. The United States, with its ter- 
ritories, possessions, and other related 
areas, is shown in terms of January 1, 
1950, as are also the British Common- 
wealth of Nations, the USSR, and other 
nations with overseas territories and 
possessions. These plates take the place 
of the section World Spheres of In- 
fluence which appeared in earlier edi- 
tions. 

The Rand McNally Cosmo Series 
political-physical maps are on the whole 
superior to those formerly used. The 
most obvious gain is in attractiveness of 
appearance; the most important is 
the addition of topographical shading. 
Another commendable feature is the 
equally detailed mapping all the way to 
the border of the map, in contrast to 


the common former practice of giving 
only sketchy coverage to the parts ly- 
ing outside the country featured. A 
statement of the projection used for 
each map has been added, and the scale 
is given in representative fractions and 
in miles to the inch as well as in the 
usual graphic form. Furthermore, the 
scales for foreign areas are in round 
numbers and bear direct relationships 
to each other (e.g., 1:4,000,000 and 
1:8,000,000). 

There has been considerable revision 
in the space allotted to and treatment 
of individual countries, and a number 
of areas are not shown on as large a 
scale as previously. In addition to the 
general map of the British Isles, there 
is only one detailed map showing Eng- 
land (as far north as Hull and Black- 
pool) and Wales. Further information 
about Scotland, Ireland, and the north 
of England must be sought in other 
publications. There is also less on the 
countries of southwest Asia such as 
Iran and Saudi Arabia. On the other 
hand, eight pages are allotted to South 
America, permitting markedly more 
detailed treatment. Political changes in 
Pakistan and Newfoundland are treated 
correctly in both maps and index. 
Topography has been added to three of 
the maps (p. 20, 21, 40) from which it 
was lacking in the Cosmopolitan World 
Atlas. Forty-four of the 111 pages are 
devoted to the United States. 

The Geographical Summaries present 
statistics for 190 political units—nations, 
colonies, and the like. The plan and 
numbering of the various tables follow 
generally along the same lines as in 
previous editions. The Summaries 
“take 1938 as their base year and move 
the record through succeeding years 
as far as dependable information is 
available. In most cases 1939 or 1940 
data are included. In many cases, data 
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are carried through subsequent years 
including 1949.” —Introduction to Geo- 
graphical Summaries. The 1951 atlas 
when compared with this section in the 
1949 edition, shows such evidence of 
revision as: Europe, foreign trade, 1948 
quoted as against 1939; Portugal, major 
import commodities, 1948 against 1945; 
Hong Kong, 1948 against 1939. There 
are still many items, however, for 
which the editors have been unable to 
obtain figures since 1940. There are no 
figures for Pakistan, or for India after 
the separation. 

The overall size of the 1951 atlas is 
slightly smaller than that of the 1949 
edition, with maps commonly about 9 
by 12 inches. Inner margins are narrow, 
but the number of double-page maps 
has been kept to a minimum. There are 
many small inset maps, showing details 
of cities or special areas. All maps are 
colored, with lettering in clear black. 
The general effect is pleasing to the eye 
and easy to work with. The binding is 
strong, the paper good. 

In summary, it may be said that the 
World Scene section is an informative 
and thought-provoking series of maps 
distinctive to this publication, to which 
important new plates have been added 
in the 1951 edition. The statistical sec- 
tion is also distinctive and shows con- 
siderable revision, but is still far from 
fully up to date owing to world con- 
ditions. The maps in the main series are 
attractive and well done, but librarians 
should bear in mind that they are very 
similar to those in the Rand McNally 
Cosmopolitan World Atlas. With this 
proviso, the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
World Atlas, 1951 subscription edition, 
is recommended. 


Notes 


Prospective purchasers should note 


that the recently published books 
Who’s Who in the West and Who’s Who 
on the Pacific Coast are identical in 
practically every noticeable detail. Both 
are published by the A. N. Marquis 
Company and bear 1951 copyright 
dates; in both volumes the biographies 
run to 832 pages printed from the same 
setting of type. According to the Pref- 
ace, which is the same in each, these 
dictionaries are compiled from material 
in the Western Section of the Marquis 
National Biographee Reference File, 
material which “is published at ap- 
propriate intervals under suitable titles 
including Who’s Who in the West, 
Who’s Who on the Pacific Coast, and 
Who’s Who in the Far West.” 


Correction 


Pages of the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin for April 1952, Volume 23, Num- 
ber 2, should be numbered 17-28, not 
1-12 as printed. Subscribers who keep 
a file of the Bulletin are advised to cor- 
rect the printed page numbers in their 
copies of the April issue accordingly in 
order to maintain consecutive paging in 
volume 23. 





| epee to quote a review in 
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